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N  O  apology  will  be  confidered  requifite  for  a 
calm  and  refpedlful  examination  of  the  merits  of  a  public 
queftion,  by  thofe  who  are  informed,  that  on  the  day  of  the 
laft  public  town-meeting  on  the  queflion  relative  to  a  Bridge 
from  South-Street,  a  pamphlet  of  62  pages  was  diftributed 
by  the  Front-Street  Corporation. 
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CONSIDERATIONS,  &c. 


Among,  the  various  projecls  of  internal  im- 
provements which  have  diflinguiflied  MalTachufetts 
iincethe  era  of  her  independence,  none  have  been  more 
obvioully  productive  of  advantage  than  our  bridges 
over  navigable  waters.  Thefe,  fince  the  noble  en- 
terprize  of  Charles  River  Bridge,  have  been  mul- 
tiplied in  all  directions  ;  and  not  only  lifter  States, 
but  foreign  nations  have  adopted  our  models,  and 
employed  our  artifans,  to  conftruct  thefe  ufeful  fab- 
rics. But  as  the  oppofition  to  enterprize  is  in  pro- 
portion to  its  novelty  and  utility,  fo  every  fchemc 
for  a  new  bridge  has  been  doomed  to  difcourage- 
ments  and  conflicts ;  and  it  has  been  found  by  expe- 
rience eafier  to  furmount  the  obftacles  prefented  by  the 
natural  ftream,  than  the  difficulties  arifing  from  the 
torrent  of  prejudice,  and  the  worm  of  envy. 

But  of  all  the  oppofition  hitherto  marihalled  againft 
public  improvement,  none  has  been  fo  diftinguifhed 
for  violence  and  perfeverance,  as  that  which  has 
been  excited  by  a  propofal  to  build  a  Bridge  from 
one  part  of  Bofton  to  the  other,  in  a  place  which, 
though  not  lefs  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  its  nat- 
ural pofition,  is  more  remote  than  any  other,  from 
this  necellarv  accommodation.  Yet  it  is  believed 
that  no  bridge  has  been  granted  over  a  navigable 
ftream,  by  which  fo  few  perfons  will  be  affected,  and 
in  fo  finall  a  degree  ;  and  none  except  Charles  River 
bridge  to  which  public  opinion  has  been  more  favor- 
able. Could  the  fcattered  inhabitants  of  the  banks 
of  any  one  great  river  over  which  a  bridge  is  now 
built,  have  cluftered  into  one  ftreet,  they  might  have 
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exhibited  more  formidable  numbers  of  really  inter, 
cftcd  opponents  than  crowd  through  Orange-ftreet, 
to  a  bridge  town-meeting ;  and  had  their  navigation 
and  other  property  been  collected  into  one  view,  it 
might  in  fome  inftances  have  appeared  not  lefs  wor- 
thy of  protection  than  the  wharves  of  the  South-end. 
Fortunately  for  them  and  the  public,  they  could  not 
repair  to  the  feat  of  government  and  fill  the  cham- 
bers of  the  Legiflature  with  their  extravagant  ter- 
rors : — They  could  not  furround  the  members  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  perfecute  them  into  the  re- 
je6lion  of  a  public  good  : — The  bridges  have  been 
built ; — The  oppofite  Ihores  have  been  united  by  the 
right  hands  of  fellowfhip  : — ^The  country  has  prof- 
pered.  In  all  inftances  oppofition  has  been  hufhed ; 
and  in  many,  rejoiced  at  its  own  defeat. 

It  may  be  advanced  as  a  certain  and  univerfal 
maxim,  that  whenever  a  public  queftion  is  propofed, 
its  intrinfic  merit  ought  firft  to  be  confidered  by 
thofe  whofe  province  it  is  to  decide  upon  its  fate. 
If  a  meafure  be  not  wife  and  falutary  in  itfelf,  it  is  a, 
lofs  of  time  to  inveftigate  objedions,  arifing  from  the 
condu^i:  or  interefts  of  individuals  ;  but  if,  abftracied 
from  all  private  confiderations,  it  promifes  to  become 
beneficial  to  the  public,  the  objeclions  which   arife 
from  private  intereft  are  not  to  be  regarded,  unlefs 
they  involve  a  queftion  of  rights   as  well  as  intereft. 
In  the  purfuit  of  truth,  it  is  a  common  and  fatal  error, 
to  implicate  and  confufe  the  mind  with  objedions  to 
a  principle,  prior  to  a  confideration  of  the  merits  and 
tendency  of  the  principle  itfelf.     Whatever  difficulty 
or  embarralTnient  may  arife  in  the  propofed  inquiry, 
they  can  be  traced  to  this  caufe.     A  body  of  refpeclar 
ble  though  interefted  men,  under  the  cloak  of  a  corpo- 
ration, availing  themfelves  of  the  advantages  refult- 
ing  from  organized  combination,  and  unity  of  de- 
fign  and  action,  induftrioufly  divert  the  public  atten- 
tion from  a  view  of  the  only  queftion  in  which  tho 
community  is  interefted,  by  their  fpecious  objections. 
This  corporation,  though  by  law  invifible  and  intan- 
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gible,  becomes  divefted  of  its  legal  attributes,  and  is. 
every  where  heard,  and  feen,  and  felt.  It  fpeaks  by 
its  members,  its  neighbours,  its  lawyers,  and  by  the 
mouths  of  all  whofe  jealoufy,  envy,  or  companion  it 
is  able  to  excite,  by  arguments  irrelevant  to  the  me- 
rits of  a  great  public  qucilion,  and  founded  either 
upon  its  own  exaggerated  fears  and  calculations,  or 
upon  the  perfonal  views,  charadters,  circumftances, 
purfuits  and  principles  of  its  opponents.  It  is  there- 
fore by  no  means  wonderful,  that  the  members  of 
this  corporation  fliould  in  fome  inftances  have  fore- 
flailed  the  avenues  to  thofe  public  conjiderations^  which 
alone  fliould  influence  the  decifiion  of  impartial  men. 
It  is  perhaps  more  wonderful,  that  the  violence  of 
oppofition,  notwithftanding  their  perfeverance  and 
addrefs,  fhould  fo  foon  be  condenfed  into  their  own 
circle,  and  that  the  appearance  of  oppofition  becomes 
hourly  lefs  formidable.  This  change  mull  be  imput- 
ed entirely  to  the  intrinfic  merit  of  the  project,  which 
gradually  forces  itfelf  upon  the  conviction  of  all  who 
can  either  fee  or  think  ;  and  to  that  flrong  and  natu- 
ral affeclion  for  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  Boflon, 
which  compels  her  children  to  facrifice  their  perfonal 
and  political  prejudices  and  jealoufies,  at  any  altar, 
dedicated  to  the  common  good,  whether  reared  by 
the  profane  hands  of  /peculation^  or  the  generous  ener- 
gies of  honefl  enterprize. 

In  purfuing  the  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  the 
propofed  bridge,  from  South-ftreet  to  South-Bofton, 
let  us  not  invert  the  natural  order  of  things ;  but 
let  us  firft  examine  whether  fuch  a  bridge  will  be  a 
public  accommodation,  and  then  confider  the  objec- 
tions fuggefled  by  private  intereft. 

It  is  afTumed  as  a  facf,  that  the  propofed  bridge 
will  fliorten  the  diftance  more  than  half  a  mile,  from 
the  centre  of  the  old  town  to  the  fhores  of  the  new 
diftricl,  as  now  travelled,  and  bring  a  great  fedlion  of 
country,  thus  much  nearer  to  this  centre.  To  prove 
the  public  utility  of  thus  diminifhing  the  diftance 
between  the  different  parts  or  feclions  of  the  town,  it 
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is  needlefs  to  recapitulate  many  arguments  which 
were  in  point,  upon  the  original  queftion  of  annexing 
the  new  diftricl.  It  would  be  ealy  to  fliow  that  the 
Commonwealth  has  no  choice  but  either  to  encour- 
age the  growth  of  her  metropolis,  or  to  permit  a  con- 
ftant  and  increafing  difproportion  between  that  and 
the  rival  cities  of  other  States.  It  would  be  not  lefs 
eafy  to  demonftrate  that  the  furplus  riches  of  great 
cities  naturally  tend  to  centre  in  thofe,  which  are  ftill 
greater  ;  and  of  confequence,  by  ftinting  Bofton  with- 
in her  ancient  limits,  no  advantages  would  refult  to 
Salem,  Newburyport,  or  Portland  ;  but  the  furplus  of 
their  commercial  capitals,  together  with  that  of  Bof- 
ton, would  find  their  way  to  the  greater  markets  of 
the  fouthern  cities,  through  want  of  accommodation 
at  home,  to  the  detriment  of  the  whole  common- 
wealth. But  to  enlarge  upon  thefe  arguments  is  now 
unnecelTary.  The  Legiflature,  after  a  full  hearing  of 
them  and  of  the  written  remonftrances,  and  verbal 
arguments  in  reply,  have  folemnly  decided  ibat  the 
town  of  Bofton  ought  to  he  enlarged^  and  it  has  been  ac- 
cordingly enlarged  by  an  addition  of  600  acres  of  land. 
This  queftion  is  therefore  forever  at  reft.  But  this 
fanclion  of  the  Legiflature  upon  a  fair  conftru<5lion, 
cannot  be  deemed  to  be  reftricled  to  a  mere  exten- 
fion  of  the  limits  of  the  town.  If  this  alone  were 
the  object,  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Province  of  Maine, 
or  upon  the  extremity  of  Cape  Cod,  would  have 
been  more  politic,  than  of  a  tracl  of  land  which  was 
before  ufeful  for  agricultural  purpofes,  but  which 
now,  unlefs  it  be  appropriated  to  city  objedsy  has  be- 
come entirely  unproductive.  It  was  then  the  evi- 
dent defign  of  the  Legiflature  not  merely  to  annex 
a  new  diftricl  of  land  to  the  capital,  but  to  encourage 
the  feitlement  of  it  as  a  part  of  the  capital ;  to  make 
it  a  feclion  of  Bofton,  not  in  name  only,  but  in  truth. 
Whatever  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  immedi- 
ately concerned  in  effecting  the  union,  and  whatever 
vv'^ere  the  means  by  which  it  was  accomplilhed,  the 
only   intention   which   can   honorably  be  imputed  to  the 
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Legt/laiure^  was  that  of  forming  a  perfeB  union  of  the 
old  and  new  territory  into  one  metropolis^  fubjed  to  one 
government^  and  entitled  to  the  fame  rights.  If  then 
upon  experiment  it  is  found  that  an  obftacle  flill 
exifts  to  the  efFe6J:ual  fuccefs  of  this  intention  of 
government,  and  which  it  is  competent  to  remove  ; 
and  that  one  portion  of  the  metropolis  thus  created, 
ilill  languifhes  under  that  obflacle  ;  it  would  feem  to 
be  the  plain  duty  and  right  of  govern?uent  to  proceed  to 
remove  it,  unlefs  rcftrained  by  fome  contrad  or  obligation^ 
to  which  itf elf  was  party,  Confidering  Boflon  as  one 
great  town,  it  cannot  be  pretended,  that  the  inter- 
eft  which  the  Commonwealth  has  in  its  profperity, 
is  confined  to  apart,  and  ought  not  to  be  commen- 
furate  with  the  whole.  On  the  contrary,  the  caufes 
which  juftified  the  converfion  of  the  new  diftricl 
from  country  into  town,  require  the  aid  of  all  rea- 
fonable  means  which  are  found  requifite  to  perfect 
the  objedl  \  and  that  fyftem  muft  be  monilrous  and 
unworthy  of  the  patronage  of  any  government, 
which  confines  and  concentrates  the  population  and 
growth  of  one  part  of  the  capital,  and  debars  the 
other  parts  from  equal  advantages  ;  which  contem- 
plates the  town  as  confifting  of  two  diftricls,  after 
its  incorporation  into  one  ;  and  which,  after  decid- 
ing that  a  n^^  fedion  to  a  city  ought  to  be  added  and 
peopled,  countenances  a  protracted  ftruggle  between 
one  fet  of  men  to  promote,  and  another  to  impede 
its  fettlement,  and  leaves  it  in  a  mongrel  ftate,  nei- 
ther town  or  country. 

To  apply  thefe  principles.  The  town  of  Bofton  at 
prefent  confifts  of  two  great  parts  or  fedions  ;  one 
of  which,  though  labouring  under  many  remedilefs 
difadvantages  for  want  of  an  original  and  regular 
plan,  is  ftill  flourifhing  and  populous.  The  price  of 
land  in  this  feclion  is  fo  high,  as  to  amount  to  a  pro* 
hibition  of  public  buildings,  new  Ihip-yards,  rope- 
waiks,  and  various  manufactories,  which  require  the 
accommodation  of  large  lots  ;  and  the  gardens  and 
back  lots  fo  requiftte  for  health  are  conilantly  becom- 
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ing  covered  with  buildings.  The  other  feclion  pof- 
feffes  all  the  natural  advantages  of  the  firft.  It  is 
furrounded  by  navigable  water,  is  laid  out  into  reg- 
ular and  fpacious  ftreets  with  refervations  for  public 
ufe,  and  is  equally  with  the  old  town  adapted  to 
the  purpofes  of  bulinefs,  health  and  comfort.  It  is 
connected  with  a  rich  and  increafing  country  by 
cxpenfive  and  convenient  turnpike  roads.  A  few 
families  only  at  prefent  dwell  within  its  limits ;  and 
the  value  of  land  is  lefs  than  one  eighth  part  of  its 
average  value  in  the  other  fec^ion.  Thefe  two  fee- 
lions  are  connefled  by  a  bridge  in  a  place  which 
ferves  for  the  convenience  of  neither^  and  by  which  the 
latter  is  fo  far  removed  from  the  centre  of  bulinefs, 
that  it  can  be  expelled  to  make  but  flow  advances 
in  population  and  profperity.  They  are  however 
capable  of  being  connected  in  another  place  which 
feems  to  have  been  intended  by  nature  ;  and  thus  the 
new  part  of  the  town  would  be  brought  more  than 
half  a  mile  nearer  to  the  centre  of  the  old  part.  It  is 
agreed  that  in  this  event,  population  would  rapidly 
diffufe  itfelf  over  the  new  part ;  that  the  value  of  it 
would  be  augmented  by  buildings,  wharves,  fliip- 
yards,  rope-walks,  manufaftories  and  other  accom- 
modations ;  that  the  metropolis  would  thus  be  en- 
larged and  enriched,  and  rendered  not  only  a  greater 
mart  for  the  produce  of  the  country,  but  capable  of 
fuftaining  an  increafed  proportion  of  the  public  bur- 
thens. 

If  upon  this  ftatement  the  utility  of  the  propofed 
mcafure  could  ftill  be  thought  equivocal,  by  thofe 
who  are  not  familiar  with  the  fubjecl,  it  might  be 
pertinent  to  advert  to  the  opinions  of  thofe  public 
bodies^  who  polfefs  the  beft  means  of  forming  a  judg- 
ment, and  who,  though  likely  to  be  more  immedi- 
ately affeded  by  the  event,  are  ftiil  interefted,  only 
as  portions  of  the  whole  community,  and  are  not  in- 
fluenced by  the  expectation  of  private  advantage. 

The  waters  propofed  to  be  bridged  form  a  great 
ihoal  or  piece  of  flats,  bounded  by  the  towns  of  Bof- 
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ton,Dorcherter5  and  Roxbury.  It  U  true,  without  any 
exception,  that  upon  every  queflion  relative  to  the 
location  of  a  bridge,  upon  which  thefe  towns  have  ex- 
prefled  an  opinion,  they  have  uniformly  decided  in 
favor  of  Sout/j'/ireefy  or  its  vicinity.  The  town  of 
Roxbury  indeed  made  a  fliew  of  oppofition  to  the 
erection  of  any  bridge,  but  declared  a  preference  for 
Soutb-jireet.  In  the  winter  of  1804  a  committee, 
appointed  from  every  ward  in  Bofton,  reported  in 
favor  of  placing  the  propofed  bridge  in  ^outh-Jireet ; 
and  i/jis  part  of  their  report  was  accepted  by  the 
town.  Again,  in  the  winter  of  i8o5,fince  the  pref- 
ent  bridge  was  begun,  the  town  of  Boflon,  at  a 
meeting  fo  numerous  as  to  require  an  adjournment 
from  Faneuil  Hall,  voted  by  an  immenfe  majority, 
that  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  town  to 
have  a  bridge  from  South-ilreet ;  and  made  it  a 
(landing  inftru6lion  to  their  Senators  and  Reprefent- 
atives  to  promote  the  meafure.(^)  The  town  of 
Dorcheiler  alfo,  in  1804,  chofe  a  committee  to  co- 
operate in  obtaining  a  bridge  from  South-ftreet,  and 
their  feleclmen,  in  1805,  addreifed  a  letter  to  the 
fele<5lmen  of  Bofton,  expreffive  of  the  fame  fentiments 
and  wi{hes.(^)  An  impartial  committee  of  both 
Houfes,  confifting  of  gentlemen  living  remote  from 
the  fcene  of  contention,  after  examining  the  flats, 
wharves,  and  all  the  propofed  fcites,  and  after  hearing 
counfel  feverai  days,  made  an  elaborate  report  in 
favor  of  South-{lreet-(0  In  fhort,  to  deny  this  to 
be  the  moft  eligible  and  only  lit  place,  is  to  refill  the 
evidence  of  the  fenles. 

If  the  foregoing  curfory  ftatement  be  not  fhewn 
to  be  incorred  and  fallacious,  the  following  pofitions 
appear  to  be  fuftained  : 

ill.  That  Government  has  decided,  upon  mature 
deliberation,  that  the  town  of  Bollon  ought  to  be 
enlarored. 

o 

(a)  See  Appendix,  No.  I.  (£)  See  Appendix,  No.  II. 

(c)  Sec  Appcndix^No.  III. 

B    . 
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2d.  That  to  prefume  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment to  be  merely  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  the 
town,  without  encouraging  its  fettlement,  is  difre- 
fpeclful  and  abfurd. 

3d.  That  the  commerce  and  population  of  the 
new  diflricl  will  advance  with  a  tardy  progreflion, 
uniefs  another  bridge  be  granted,  and  of  confequence 
the  deiign  of  Government  will  be  fruftrated. 

4th.  That  the  decifion  of  every  public  body,  on 
the  queftion  of  2ifcite  for  a  bridge  to  South-Boflon, 
h'as  been  in  favor  oF  South-ftreet. 

5th.  That  a  bridge  from  South-ftreet  would  pro- 
mote the  fettlement  of  the  new  diftricl,  bring  a 
rich  and  increafing  country  more  than  half  a  mile 
nearer  to  the  capital,  be  grateful  to  the  towns  of  Dor- 
chefter  and  Bofton,  enlarge  the  domeftic  market  for 
country  produce,  augment  the  means  and  accommo- 
dations for  bufmefs,  add  to  the  relative  value  of  the 
town,  conduce  to  its  health  and  ornament,  and  keep 
its  riches  within  the  State. 

Having  taken  this  general  view  of  thefe  public  con- 
Jiderations^  which  are  thought  by  the  friends  to  the 
propofed  meafure  to  be  conclufive  in  its  favor,  it 
remains,  after  afcertaining  the  fource  whence  the  op- 
polition  proceeds,  to  examine  the  claims  and  objec- 
tions upon  which  it  is  founded.  It  has  already  been 
dated,  that  the  only  towns  which  are  immediately 
affected  by  this  project  are  Bofton,  Dorchefter  and 
Roxbury.  The  two  former  are  in  favor  of  the 
project,  and  the  latter  probably  oppofed  to  it,  by  a 
fmall  majority.  It  is  believed  how^ever  that  Roxbury 
can  have  no  other  intereft  in  the  oppofition,  but 
fu<^h  as  arifes  from  her  connexion  with  the  canal^  fo 
called.  It  would  appear  invidious  to  enlarge  upon 
the  pretenfions  of  this  canal  intereft.  They  are  to 
be  eftimated  by  the  infpedion  of  all  who  choofe  to 
vifit  it.  Roxbury  has  become  a  port  of  delivery,  fince 
the  building  of  one  bridge,  and  it  is  hoped  will  reach 
whatever  deftiny  the  Uudable  enterprize  of  her  in- 
habitants may  lead  her  to  attempt.     But  there  can 
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be  no  objeffiOn  from  Roxbury,  which  is  not  involv- 
ed in  tholb  of  the  Front-ftreet  Corporation  ;  and  their 
candid  citizens  will  not  pretend,  if //j^/^"  are  obviated, 
that  thofe  of  Roxbury  canal  can  maintain  a  folitary 
and  fufiicient  (landing. 

By  this  time  a  ftranger  who  had  only  heard  of  Wie 
violence,  buftle  and  agitation  of  the  public  mind,  pro- 
duced by  this  controverfy,  finding  that  the  princi- 
pal public  bodies  have  always  been  on  one  fide,  would 
be  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  any  remaining  fource  of 
oppofition  equal  to  the  fupply  of  fuch  copious  and 
turbulent  ftreams.  But  how  will  his  aftonifhment 
b^increafed,  on  learning  that  this  oppofition  origin- 
ated with  a  few  gentlemen,  owners  of  wharves  at  the 
foutherly  part  of  Bofl:on  ;  that  their  friends  and 
neighbours  in  that  quarter '-^^wi^di  them,  through  per- 
fuafion,  the  fympathy  of  neighbourhood,  or  the  love 
of  peace,  but  without  aJJjadow  of  real  intereji  at  ftake 
on  the  iflTue  ;  that  an  oppofition  inftncerity  has  never 
extended  beyond  this  leclion  of  the  town,  though 
in  appearance  it  has  fometimes  embraced  individuals 
out  of  it  ;  that  the  only  perfons  who  could  by  any 
pQJjihiUty  be  injured  by  a  bridge,  are  thefe  wharf-own- 
ers, now  known  as  the  Front-fi:reet  Corporation  ; 
that  thefe  friends  and  neighbours  begin  to  fall  off, 
and  that  the  oppofition  is  gradually  melting  dowa 
and  condenfing  into  this  fame  Corporation ;  and  that 
even  among  them  all,  the  natural  heat  of  a  few  is  re- 
quifite  to  keep  alive  the  artificial  ardour  of  the  reft. 

Thefe  afi^ertions  would  feem  fcarcely  credible  to 
thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  town,  and 
this  particular  feclion  of  it.  It  has  unfortunate- 
ly happened  that  the  citizens  of  that  quarter  have 
conceived  the  projects  of  Charles  River,  \Vefi:-Bof- 
ton,  and  South-ftreet  bridges  fucceflively  to  be 
hoftile  to  their  interefts.  It  is  no  more  than  juftic;e 
to  allow  that  thofe  citizens  form  a  highly  worthy, 
induftrious,  intelligent,  and  refpeclable  clafs  of  men. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  coming  mofily  from 
the  country,  and  engaged  in  fimilar  purfuits,  they 
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conflitutc  a  fort  of  great  clan  or  family,  of  the  fame 
habits,  and   opinions,  and   liable   to  common,  and 
confequently  to  erroneous  impulfes.     Thus  it  is  only 
requifite  that  a  few,  (whofe  intereils  are  alone  con- 
cerned) fhould  cry  out,   '^he  South-end  is  in  danger, 
toexciteuniverfal alarm;  and  he  whoremains unmov- 
ed is  a  bad  neighbour.     Being  themfelves  really  dif- 
turbed,  they  miftake  the  violence  and  fympathy  of 
their  own  emotions  for  an  agitation  of  the  public  mind  ; 
and  this  agitation  becomes   an   argument  in  their 
mouths  for  the  promotion  of  their  object.     It  was 
in  this  fpirit  that  they  formerly  refifled,  en  majfc^  the 
propofal  for  Charles  River  and  Weil-Boflon  bridges, 
and  that  they  at  one  period  manifefted  an  oppofitrem 
both  loud  and  deep,  to  another  bridge  in  a  quarter 
of  the  town  now  totally  deftitute  of  that   neceflary 
accommodation.     Such   indeed  is  the  influence    of 
thefe  habits,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  fide 
of  Orange-ftreet,  who  have  no  water  privileges^   and 
who  could  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a  bridge,  but 
the  diverfion  of  the  travel,  have  acquiefced  in  the 
formation  of  a  newftreet,  which,  however  ufeful  in 
itfelf,  will  infallibly  divert  the  principal  travel,  and 
leave  their  eftates  forever  in  the  back  ground. 

Thus  it  may  be  fafely  afErmed,  that  the  only  real 
inter ejted  oppoiition,  however  magnified  in  appear- 
ance, which  remains  to  the  pr6jecl,  is  The  Front -Jireet 
Corporation^  or  lefs  than  thirty  individuals.  The 
objedions  urged  by  thefe  gentlemen  againft  thepro- 
pofed  bridge,  may  be  claffed  under  two  defcriptions. 
Thofe  which  are  ordinary,  and  applicable  to  all 
bridges  over  navigable  ftreams  ;  and  thofe  which  are 
extraordinary  and  peculiar  to  the  prefent  cafe.  The 
ordinary  objedions  all  refolve  themfelves  into  one ; 
the  damage  incident  to  impeding  the  navigation  of 
the  river.  Whenever  a  project  of  this  nature  is 
propofed,  it  is  a  matter  of  courfe  for  thofe  who  think 
themfelves  interefted,  to  magnify  the  importance  of 
their  water  privileges,  and  the  danger  which  threat- 
ens to  impair  them.     There  is  a  certain  poil-road 
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alwciys  travelled  upon  thefe  occafions,  and  a  little 
code  of  principles  concerning  the  rights  of  nature, 
and  the  laws  of  prefcription,  which  the  traveller 
carries  in  his  wallet.  This  being  nearly  the  fame  in 
all  cafes,  it  might  be  ufeful  to  compile,  and  print, 
and  poft  up,  on  the  State-houfe,  if  former  Legifla- 
tures  had  not  rendered  this  labor  difcouraging  by  fo 
many  repeated  grants  and  decifions,  that  it  is  now 
univerfally  confidered  as  the  right  and  policy  of  Gov^ 
ernment  to  bridge  over  navigable  Jlr earns  ^  whenever  the 
public  intereji  requires  the  meafure^  zvithout  refpeci  to  d?iy 
private  intereji.  For  the  fiime  reafon  it  is  deemed 
unnecelfary  to  expatiate  upon  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  impediment  to  navigation  arihng  generally 
from  bridges ;  or  upon  the  facility  afforded  by 
wharves,  and  draws,  built  upon  a  proper  conflruc- 
tion.  Upon  this  fubjecl  every  man  is  informed  ; 
and  every  man  knows  that  in  all  inftances,  great 
bridges  have  been  found  eminently  ufeful  to  the 
public  ;  and  in  no  inftance  greatly  detrimental  to 
the  eftates  lituated  above  them.  Let  then  the  op- 
ponents produce  their  elaborate  calculations  of 
fquare  feet  of  wharves,  and  tonnage  of  veilels,  and 
of  their  ilock  of  wood  and  lumber.  I'hey  cannot 
in  their  own  favor  vary  the  principles  which  apply 
to  this  queition  from  thofe  on  which  other  cafes  have 
been  decided.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  number  of  perfons,  and  quantity  of  inlereft  likely 
to  be  aftecled,  are  lefs  than  they  have  been  under 
vci2iuy  former  grants  ;  and  that  fuch  is  the  flow  courfe 
of  the  ftream,  and  the  nature  of  the  navigation  over 
the  fiats,  that  a  bridge  would  aid,  inftead  of  imped- 
ing the  navigation.  But  admitting,  for  the  fake  of 
argument,  that  a  bridge  would  render  the  navigation 
to  Front-ftreet  wharves  iefs  commodious  ;  one  con* 
clulive  anfwer  which  has  often  been  given,  fhould 
forever  filence  the  proprietors.  It  is  : — That  the 
Front'Jiret't  wharves  muft  forever  remain  the  principal 
mart  for  wood^  lumber^  and  bulky  materials  for  the  con* 
fumption  cf  the  old  town^  which  is  the  only  bufinefs  in 
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vjhich  ihey  are  now  occupied^  and  to  which  alone  ihey  are 
adapted.  If  this  aflertion  can  be  maintained,  it  fol- 
lows that  it  is  perfeclly  immaterial  to  the  proprie- 
tors, whether  the  bridge  be  an  impediment  or  other- 
wife,  and  whether  there  be  one  bridge  or  more.  The 
impediment  like  all  things  of  this  nature,  if  it  does 
not  amount  to  a  prohibition,  is  capable  of  being 
eftimated  by  money.  It  is  an  item  of  expenfe^  which, 
when  there  is^no  competition,  muft  fall  on  the  con- 
fumer.  If  one  man,  or  a  company  of  men  are  fccure 
of  pcviTeOing  and  mon  opolizing  the  whole  of  a  par- 
ticular article  which  is  in  conftant  demand,  the 
charges  advanced  by  them  on  fuch  article  mull  be 
paid  by  their  cuftomers  ;  they  are  mere  duties. 
Now  no  man  will  have  the  hardihood  to  deny  that 
the  wharves  in  Old  Bojion  which  are  below  the  exi/iing 
bridges^  have  become  fo  valuable,  by  reafon  of  the 
depth  of  water,  and  of  their  local  polition,  that  the 
wood  and  lumber  bufmefs  is  nearly  excluded  from 
them  ;  and  that  the  daily  improvements  on  and 
near  them,  mufl  banifli  this  trade  to  another  part  of 
the  town.  But  there  is  no  other  part  in  which  it 
can  be  carried  on  with  equal  convenience,  as  at  the 
Front  ftreet  wharves  even  after  the  erection  of  a 
bridge.  The  extenfive  flats  admit  of  large  and  cheap 
wharves,  built  upon  piles.  The  Ihallow  waters  are 
unlit  for  foreiiirn  navisration.  The  (lock  ufed  in 
this  trade  is  there  accumulated.  The  merchants 
•who  deal  in  it  have  the  command  of  the  capital ;  and 
the  coafters  mull  refort  thither,  having  no  other 
place,  except  the  oppofite  fhore  ;  and  the  ftock  pur- 
chafed  ov\  that  ihore  can  never  come  into  competi- 
tion in  the  market  on  this  fide.,  as  the  toll  of  the 
bridge,  and  the  expenfe  of  carriage,  will  forever  ex- 
clude it.  Independently  therefore  of  a  mafs  of  fact 
and  argument,  which  may  be  adduced  to  Ihew  that 
a  brid2:e  would  be  no  impediment  to  the  navisfation, 
it  is  certain  that  the  lol's  arifing  from  the  impedi- 
ments (if  any)  will  be  fuftained,  not  by  the  proprie- 
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tors  of  Front-ftreet,  but  by  the  town  of  Bofton, 
which  is  willing  to  tuftain  it. 

If  by  the  preceding  fuggeftions,  the  impartial  in- 
quirer iliould  be  led  to  conclude  that  the  utility  and 
expediency  of  the  propofed  bridge  are  eftablifhed,and 
that  the  intereft  oppofed  to  it  wil*  neither  be  affect- 
ed in  fuch  nmbers^  or  tojuch  an  extent^  as  to  balance  the 
public  adva77tage^  the  conclufion  feems  irrefiltible, 
that  it  ought  to  be  built. 

But  the  moil  decifive  objection,  in  the  eflimation 
of  thofe  who  make  it,  is  ftill  unanfwered.    It  is  urged 
that  a  compromife  was  made,  upon  a  former  occa- 
fion,  between  the  Front  (Ireet  Corporation,  and  the 
petitioners  for  a  bridge  from  Scuth-ilreet,   which 
not  only  obliges  thofe  petitioners, /^r^-u^r  to  reunqujh 
the  purfuit^  but  rejlrains  others  from  making^^ancl  the  Legif-^ 
lature  from  fujlainlng  an  application  for  a  bridge  at  a?iy 
place  below  it.     This  fuggeflion.  in  the  extent  of  its 
confequences,  is  equally  new,  curious  and  alarming. 
It   is  not  contended,  that   when  the   locatic  n  of  a 
bridge,  turnpike  or  canal  has  been  fanclioned  by  the 
Legiilature,  in  a   place  fufiiciently   adapted  to  the 
public  convenience,  it  would  be  juft,  while  circum- 
ftances  remain  the  fame,  to  grant  another  bridge, 
turnpike  or  canal,  fo  near  the  former,  without  the 
confent  of  the  firft  proprietors,  as  to  dell:roy,  or  in  a 
great  meafure  impair  the  profits  of  the  original  un- 
dertaking.    And  if  in  the  prefent  inflance  the  pro- 
prietors of  South-Bofton  bridge  were  the  opponents 
to  the  new  bricige,  they  might  have  at  leaff  a  colour 
of  reafon  to  fupport  their  remonftrances. 

But  that  two  parties  of  private  petitioners  fliould 
intend  a  compromife  of  different  objecls,  which  is 
in  its  nature  obligatory  upon  other  parties,  public 
bodies,  and  the  whole  community,  and  which  binds 
the  Government  to  renounce  a  public  benefit  and 
fubmit  it  to  pofitive  and  palpable  inconvenience,  is 
nothng  lefs  than  a  charge  upon  thufe  parties  of 
ufurping  the  fovereign  power  of  the  State,  Any  individ- 
uals treating  with  this  view  would  be  fubjeds  either 
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for  a  prifon  or  a  mad-houfe.  Nothing  hut  the 
total  blindnefs  in  which  pafiion  and  intereft  obfcure 
the  underftandlng  of  intelligent  men,  could  induce 
that  refpedable  Corporation  to  dream  that  any  com- 
promife  could  be  binding  on  thofe  who  were  not 
parties  to  it.  If  they  diiclaim  making  fuch  an  infe- 
rence, it  is  then  fuperfiuous  to  place  reliance  upon 
this  pretended  compromife  ;  for  whatever  were  its 
contents,  it  concludes  nothing  to  the  prefent  quejlion^  tin- 
hfs  it  hinds  the  inhabit  ants  of  Soidh-Bojion  and  South- 
Jireet^  the  tozvns  of  Bofton  and  Dorchefter^  and  the  Le- 
giflatiire  itfdf 

For  the  more  perfed;  fatisfaclion  of  thofe,  upon 
whofe  minds  impreffions  have  been  made  by  the 
rumours  refpecling  this  compromife, (^^f)  a  copy  of  that 
inftrument  is  fubjoined,  and  the  nature  of  it  ihall 
be  examined.  It  is  intended,  however,  to  confine 
the  examination  flriclly  to  the  inftrument  itfelf,  and 
to  fuch  conclufions  as  can  be  demonllrated  to  arife 
from  it.  Invitations  or  provocations  to  go  beyond 
this  limit,  and  to  defcribe  the  events  which  preced- 
ed, the  motives  which  influenced,  and  the  conver- 
fations  which  accompanied  it,  are  avoided,  as  merely 
tending  to  recrimination  and  difpute,  and  furnifh- 
ing  no  fact  or  document  upon  which  an  unbiaiTed 
mind  can  fafely  rely.  Befides,  the  dangerous  no- 
tion of  making  a  private  compromife  the  b.ifis  of  a 
legiiiative  deciiion,  would  be  ftill  more  exceptionable, 
if  the  terms  of  fuch  compromife,  fairly  reduced  to 
writing,  were  fubject  to  the  verbal  explanations  of  the 
parties^  with  refpe^t  to  their  motives'  or  to  objeBs  not  fpcci- 
fied  in  the  inflrument.  All  deducfions  implied  from 
the  nature  of  the  contrail  are  fair,  but  collateral  cir- 
cumftances  and  obfervations  are  totally  foreign  to 
the  purpofe.  Such  facts  only  will  be  felected  as  are 
notorious  and  fupported  by  public  records,  and  fuch 
as  are  requilite  to  make  the  agreement  intelligible. 

In  the  winter  of  1804,  four  perfons,  viz.  MeiTrs. 
Tudor,  rvlafon,  Otis,  and  Greene,  became  the  proprie- 

{d)  See  Appendix,  No.  IV. 
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tors  of  about  150  acres  of  land  on  Dorcheflcr  Point. 
The  relidue,  being  about  450  acres,  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  original  proprietors.  The  gentlemen 
firft  named  repeatedly  declared  in  public  town-meet- 
ing,  that  they  formed  an  ajjociation  by  thc?nfelves,  and 
had  no  authority  to  make  any  Jiipulation  for  the  other  pro* 
pr'tetors^  or  to  ajfume  the  lea/i  refponfibility  or  expenfe  on 
their  account.  Two  of  thefe  gentlemen,  viz.  Mefirs. 
Tudor  and  Greene,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  ailo- 
ciates,  petitioned  the  Legiflature  for  leave  to  ere<5l  a 
bridge  from  South-ftreet ;  and  all  the  proprietors 
united  \n  another  petition  for  the  annexation  of  Dor- 
chelfer  Point  to  Bofion.  I'he  other  interefts  which 
did  not  join  in  the  petition  for  a  bridge  from  this 
place,  but  which  had  publickly  declared  in  its  favor, 
were  Bofton,  Dorchefter,  and  efpecially  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Dorchefter  Point  and  the  vicinity  of  South- 
ftreet.  The  interefts  appearing  to  be  oppofed  to  any 
bridge  were  the  town  of  Roxbury,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  South-end,  and  other  individuals  whofe  names 
appeared  to  fundry  remonftrances.  A  committee(^) 
of  both  Houfes  reported  favorably  to  the  petition  for 
a  bridge  from  South-ftreet.  To  prevent  the  accept- 
ance of  this  report,  Edward  Tuckerman  and  thir- 
teen others,  for  themfelves  and  aftbciates,  petitioned 
for  leave  to  make  a  bridge  in  the  place  where  it  is 
now  made,  and  to  make  a  ftreet  from  fuch  bridge  to 
Rainsford*s  lane.  Soon  after  this, the  above-mention- 
ed agreement  or  compromifewas  made  between  Jona- 
than Mafon,  \l-3iVY\{onG,Ot.i?>^in  behalf  of  themfehes  and 
their  affociates ^  on  one part^  and  William  Brown,  Arnold 
Welles,  Jofiah  Knapp,  Benjamin  Goddard,  in  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  their  aflbciates,  on  the  other  part. 

Upon  this  agreement  as  recited, let  us  inquire,  W^ho 
were  the  parties  ?  What  is  the  fair  conftructionof  its 
terms  ?  Has  it  been  executed  ?  Will  the  opponents 
fuffer  any  lofs  or  damage,  if  another  bridge  be  erected, 
IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  THIS  AGREEMENT? 

The  parties  are  thofe  perfons,  who  are  nam- 
ed   in    the  inftrument,   and  their    aftbciates.       It 

{e)  See  Appendix,  No.  V. 
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has  already  been  ftated,  that  the  names  of  the 
perfons  forming  the  aflbciation,  of  which  MefTrs. 
Mafon  and  Otis  were  members,  had  been />?//^//V/^/y  and 
repeatedly  announced.  But  the  names  of  thofe  com- 
pofing  the  aifociation  reprefented  by  the  other  gen- 
tlemen had  never  been  llated,  though  it  was  known 
to  confift  of  others,  as  well  as  of  the  immediate  par- 
ties. It  follows  that  MelTrs.  Brown  and  company 
well  knew  all  with  whom  they  contracted,  but  that 
MelTrs.  Mafon  and  Otis  did  not  know  all  the  con- 
tracting parties  of  the  other  fide  ;  and  it  would  be 
more  reafonable  to  pretend  that  the  former  repre- 
fented the  town  of  Roxbury,  and  the  individual 
remonilrants,  which  yet  is  not  pretended,  than  that 
Mafon  and  Otis  reprefented  any  but  Tudor  and 
Greene.  In  confirmation  of  this  ftatement,  it  was 
alfo  publickly  known  that  Mafon  and  Otis  were  ex- 
tremely cenfured  by  the  South-ftreet  inhabitants, 
as  having  deferted  their  intereft ;  that  the  Repre- 
fentative  from  that  part  of  the  town  declined  voting 
on  the  queilion,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  South- 
Bofton  publifhed  a  formal  proteft,  before  any  expenfe 
had  been  incurred  by  the  Front-ftreet  Corporation  ; 
and  it  is  in  the  higheft  degree  improbable,  if  not 
abfurd,  to  pretend  a  belief  that  Meffrs.  Mafon  and 
Otis  meant  to  pledge  or  bind  them/elves^  in  a  penalty 
of  50,000  dollars,  for  the  inhabitants  of  South-ftreet, 
and  of  the  peninfula,  amounting  to  many  hundreds, 
who  were  interefted  in  their  fuccefs,  but  who  con- 
tributed nothing  toward  their  expenfes. 

Having  afcertained  the  parties,  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  next  demand  confideration.  They  con- 
fift of  two  fimple  covenants,  by  which  one  party  is 
bound  to  build  a  bridge^  and  the  other  to  build  a  Jireet, 
This  is  the  entire  compact.  Let  thofe  who  have 
heard  the  outcry  made  upon  this  compromife,  and 
about  breach  of  faith  and  honor,  take  the  trouble 
to  perufe  it,  and  if  able,  let  them  fupprefs  their  afton- 
ifli  men  t ,  Both  parts  of  this  agreement  have  been  executed 
with  good  faith  ^  and  the  obligations  arifingfrom  it  are  dif- 
charged.     As  the  terms  of  the  agreement  are  filent 
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upon  the  fubjed  of  a  bridge  from  South-llreet,  let 
the  inquiry  be  here  met,  whether  by  a  fair  conftruc- 
tion,  or  implication  from  its  nature,  it  refults  that 
even  Mafon  and  Otis,  and  their  alTociates,  were 
bound  to  forbear  their  exertions  for  another  bridge, 
after  that  fejjfion  of  the  General  Court,  in  which  one 
bridge  was  granted.  It  fometimes  happens,  in  con- 
tracts made  between  the  weak  and  the  defigning, 
that  claufes  are  interpolated  or  omitted  by  the  craf- 
tinefs  of  the  latter,  which  quite  pervert  the  intention 
of  the  parties.  But  that  men  of  common  fenfe, 
pretending  to  treat  upon  an  important  fubjecl,  with 
the  aid  of  counfel  on  both  fides,  iliould  form  a  con- 
tract about  another  matter^  in  which  the  mainfubjecl  is 
not  mentioned,  is  a  cafe  which  no  temperate  imagi- 
nation can  conceive  to  be  poilible.  Yet  this  is  the 
cafe  which  the  public  have  been  called  upon  to  be- 
lieve. We  are  told,  with  affected  gravity,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  parties,  that  a  bridge  from 
South-ltreet  fhould  be  forever  abandoned.  Still  this 
object,  fo  important  to  both  parties,  the  fubjedt  of  all 
their  hopes  and  fears  and  controverfies,  is  never  once 
mentioned^  in  a  formal  inftrument,  drawn  for  the 
purpofe  of  exprefTmg  their  mutual  intentions.  One 
party  bind  themfelves  in  a  heavy  penalty  to  perform 
^ifecondary  object,  in  building  one  bridge  ;  but  it 
was  forgotten  or  omitted  to  bind  them  to  forbear 
attempting  a  much  more  effential  object  by  procuring 
another.  To  per  lilt  in  the  confutation  of  a  pre- 
fumption  fo  bold  and  unfounded,  would  be  the  only 
circumftance  that  could  give  it  colour.  The  mind 
is  irrefiftibly  forced  to  the  conclufion,  either  that  no 
flipulations  relative  to  another  bridge  were  required, 
or  that  they  were  required  and  refuted,  as  inadmif- 
fible  and  ineffectual.  In  either  alternative,  they  are 
equally  out  of  the  queftion.  . 

Such  is  the  fimple  itatement  of  this  famous  mif- 
named  compromiie,  ,and  of  the  legal  and  equitable 
deductions  ariling  from  it,  flripped  of  the  fpecious 
gloffes  impofed  by  diftempered  imaginations.  Let 
every  honorable  man  examine  it  for  himfelf,  and  de- 
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cide  as  a  juror,  a  judge,  or  a  chancellor,  whether 
even  the  orv^inal  parties  of  the  firft  part  are  bound  in 
law  or  equity  to  furceafe  their  endeavours  to  obtain 
another  bridge  ?    Whether,  with  fo  great  an  intercll 
at  iffue,  they  could  be  fuppofed  to  make  an  abandon- 
ment  of   it,  without    the    leq/i    confideration  ;    and 
whether  this  abandonment,  if  intended,  would  not 
have  been  exprejfed  ?     They  confented,   indeed,  to 
withdi-aw  their  petition  at  that  time,  and  to   make 
a  great  facrifice  of  property,  by  building  a  bridge  in 
another  place.     If  the  Corporation  allege  their  be- 
lief at  the  time,  that  the   mutual  operations  under 
this  agreement  would  fortify  their  objections  to  a 
future  bridge,  the  proprietors  may  with  equal  truth 
infift  upon  their  expedations,  that  thefe  operations 
would  facilitate  the  attainment  of  it.     This  chance 
each  was  willing  to  take ;  and  if  the  agreement  it- 
felf  be  not  obligatory  upon  the  proprietors,  in  the 
fenfe  contended  for,  nothing  done  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, 171   confequence  of  the  agreement^   ought  to  bind 
them,  whatever  iofs  or  expenfe  might  have  attended  it. 
The  remaining  queftion,  therefore,  w^hether  the 
Corporation  will  fuftain  a  Iofs,  in  confequence  of  this 
agreement^  is  only  a  queftion  of  curiofity,  which  fhall 
be  examined,  merely  to  fhew  a  very  different  refult 
from  what  the  Corporation  have  attempted  and  will 
attempt  to  eftablifh.     It  is  a    fact,   capable  of 

THE  CLEAREST  DEMONSTRATION,  THAT  THE  FrONT- 

STREET  Corporation,  in  the  event  of  another 

BRIDGE     BEING     BUILT     FROM     SoUTH-STREET,    ARE 
OAINERS  AND  NOT  LOSERS  BY  THE  COMPROMISE,    To 

prove  this,  it  is  not  incumbent  to  fhew  that  the 
Corporation  will  be  in  a  better  condition  than  if 
it  had  incurred  no  expenfe  whatever;  though  even 
this  point  will  appear  to  be  incidentally  eflabliflied.  It 
is  only  requiiite  to  ftiew  that  whatever  has  been  the 
amount  of  their  experife,  under  the compromife^  it  is 
lefs  than  it  would  have  been  without  it.  For  this 
purpofe,  it  muft  be  recollecled,  that  in  the  winter  of 
1804,  the  members  of  the  Corporation  applied  to  the 
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Legiflature  for  permiffion  to  build  not  only  tlie  pre- 
I'ent  flreet,  but  the  exijiiiig  bridge.     Suppofe  this  vol- 
untary offer  had  been  embraced  by  Government,  and 
that  the  petition  for  the   South-Jireet  bridge  had  been 
referred  or    rejeded^  againft  the  will  of  the  petitioners^ 
which  is  fuppoiing  all  the  Corporation  could  either 
afk  or  expect.     They  would  then  have  incurred  not 
only  the  fame  expenfe,  which  has  arifen   from   the 
llreet,  but  the  addition  of  fifty-fix  thoufand  dollars 
for  a  bridge.     This  they  muft  have  done,  taking  the 
fame  chances  againft  them  for  2,  future  bridge  at  South- 
ftreet,  which  now  exift.     No  pledge  conliftent  with 
the  Conftitution  could  have  been  given  by  the  Le- 
giflature, that  the  interefts  at   that  time  rejected 
fhould  not  finally  prevail.     The  fame   proteft  from 
the  inhabitants  of  South-Bofton,  the  fame  exertions 
of  various  petitioners,   the  fame  votes  of  Bofton 
and  Dorchefter,  would  have  haunted  them  with  the 
apprehenfions  of  their  final  prevalence  ;  and  the  un- 
changeable fitnefs  of  the  meafure  would  then,  as  well 
as  now,  have  promifed  ultimately  to  infure  fuccefs. 
But  it  is  apparent,  beyond  all  difpute,  that  whenever 
another  bridge  is  granted,  the  prefent  bridge  will 
become  unproductive,  and  of  little  ufe,  (except  as  an 
avenue  to  the  new  ftreet.)     The  lofs  therefore  arifing 
from  this  bridge  would  have  fallen  on  the  Corporation^  had 
it  obtained  the  prayer  of  its  own  petition.     Yet   in  this 
fituation  it  offered  to  place  itfelf.     Now  the  opera- 
tion of  the  compromife  relieved  the   Corporation 
from  this  hazardous  part  of  the  enterprize,  by  taking 
the  bridge  from  its  hands,  and  leaving  to  it  only  the 
expenfe  of  the  ftreet,  by  which  the  eftates  of  the 
members  under  any  circumfiances^\i2c\'^  acquired  an  im- 
menfe  additional  value.  Thus  the  only  confideration, 
paid  by  the  Corporation  to  the  other  party,  was  in  the 
relinquifhment  of  a  heavy  tax  ;  and  becaufe  the  lat- 
ter agreed  to  pay  this,  it  is  contended  that  they  are 
bound  to  the  Corporation  in  all  cafes  whatfoever. 
In  other  words,  the  Corporation  were  content  to 
embark  in  two  expenfive  enterprizes  for  their  own 
benefit  \  one  of  which  was  in  all  eyents  fafe,  lucrative 
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and  advantageous  to  their  eftates  ;  the  other  of 
which  never  promifed  gain,  but  was  attended  with 
the  hazard  and  probability  of  lofs.  The  lad  was  re- 
linquifhed  by  them,  and  aflumed  by  others.  The 
probability  of  lofs  becomes  realized,  by  the  building 
of  another  bridge.  The  benefit  of  both  enterprizes 
remains  forever  with  the  Corporation.  The  lofs  of 
one^  falls  exclufively  upon  others.  Such  is  the  cruelty 
and  injuflice  offered  to  theFront-ftreet  Corporation! 

The  only  evafion  which  ingenuity  can  fuggeft  to 
this  flutement  is,  that  had  the  members  of  the  Cor- 
poration anticipated  the  erection  of  another  bridge, 
they  would  not  have  been  induced  to  incur  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  flreet.  But  unlefs  their  fenfes  were  be- 
wildered, they  muft  have  forefeen  at  leafl  a  chance 
in  favor  of  fuch  other  bridge,  and  the  words  of 
their  petition  certainly  contemplate  it  as  a  meafure 
to  be  adopted  "  at  fome  future  period,  when  the  pub^ 
lie  exigencies  Jhould  require  it»*'  The  queftion  is  not, 
however,  what  might  have  been  the  conduct  of  tim- 
id individuals,  under  certain  impreilions,  but  whe- 
ther they  will  have  juft  reafon  to  repent  of  their 
exertions  ?  It  is  not  whether  the  expenfe  would 
have  been  incurred  in  other  circumftances, but  wheth- 
er their  eftates  are  not  better  by  all  the  expenfe  ? 

It  is,  indeed,  a  mere  fallacy  to  confound  the  mer- 
its of  the  main  queftion,  with  the  pretended  expenfe 
of  their  flreet  and  improvements.  The  flreet  is  caU 
culated  to  add  value  to  their  lands,  but  it  imparts  no 
additional  worth  to  their  water  privileges,  which 
remain  the  fame  ;  nor  can  twenty  bridges  diminifh 
the  value  of  their  lands  on  this  flreet,  whatever  ef- 
fect: they  might  produce  upon  the  navigation.  Fur- 
ther— the  making  of  this  flreet  will  be  one  of  the 
tnoft  profitable  fpeculations  ever  adopted  in  Boflon. 
It  forms  a  handfome  front  for  a  tracl  of  land  which 
was  formerly  not  capable  of  improvement  ;  and  has 
converted  flats,  docks,  and  quagmires,  into  fcites 
fuitable  for  houfc-lots.  It  has  given  a  new  face  to 
that  quarter  of  the  town,  and  flamped  a  permanent 
value  upon  it,  which  no  bridge  can  affed:.     The  ex- 
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penfe  of  the  flreet  has  been  greatly  exaggerated  for 
fpecial  purpofes.  An  attempt  is  fubjoined  to  thefe 
{fleets,  to  form  an  eflimate  of  this  expenfe,  and  of  the 
increafed  value  of  their  lands.(/) 

However  diftant  from  accuracy  thefe  calculations 
may  be,  it  is  ftill  a  truth,  that  the  making  of  land 
in  the  town  of  Boflon  is  confidered  a  very  profitable 
employment,  which  has  been  adopted  not  only  by 
this  Corporation,  but  by  others  in  various  parts  of 
the  town,  under  lefs  favorable  circumftances.  If 
the  expenfe  incurred  by  the  Corporation  to  prevent 
a  bridge,  be  admittted  as  an  argument ;  by  parity  of 
reafon,  the  diiburfements  made  by  the  proprietors  of 
South-Bofton  with  a  view  to  promote  one,  ought 
alfo  to  be  regarded.  Thefe  have  greatly  exceeded 
the  higheft  fum  which  it  is  pretended  has  been  dif- 
burfed  by  the  Corporation,  as  alfo  appears  in  a  fub- 
joined eftimate.(/)  It  is  likewife  true,  that  while 
the  land  reclaimed  by  the  Corporation,  will  be  not 
lefs  valuable  after  the  building  of  another  bridge 
than  it  is  at  prefent,  the  land  made  by  the  proprietors 
at  South-Bofton  will  be  of  little  value  comparative- 
ly, until  a  bridge  be  granted  ;  and  confequently,  the 
monies  expended  in  it  will  be  dormant,  and  unpro- 
dudlive  to  the  proprietors  and  to  the  public. 

Viewing  then  the  compromife,  and  the  confe- 
quences  attending  it,  in  any  fair  light,  it  will  be 
found,  that  far  from  enfeebling  the  pretenfions  of  the 
original  parties  to  another  bridge,  it  affords  the 
ftrongeft  bafis  for  the  fupport  of  their  claims.  They 
have  aclually  difburfed  56,000  dollars  for  a  bridge, 
which,  in  the  event  of  another,  is  a  mere  donation  for 
the  advantage  of  Front -Jireet.  They  have  exonerated 
the  Corporation  from  the  unprofitable  part  of  a  con- 
tract which  it  Cy^illing  to  make,  and  they  have  been 
inftrumental  in  encouraging  improvements  that 
have  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  its  eftates. 
They  have  fecured  it  at  their  own  expenfe,  from 
being  cut  off  and  placed  in  a  ftate  of  exile  ;  and  are, 
in  every  view,  benefaclors  to  that  Corporation.     It 

(/;  See  Ai-.pend'x,  No.  VI. 
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was  to  flrengthen  their  preteniions  for  another 
bridge,  that  they  affumed  the  burthen  and  the  ridi- 
cule of  an  expenftve  bridge,  in  a  fpot  which  excites 
the  wonder  and  derifion  of  every  beholder  ;  and 
which  they  could  have  had  no  other  conceivable  in- 
ducement to  take  from  ftioulders  that  were  w^illing 
to  bear  it. 

Let  then  the  true  queftion  be  met  upon  its  merits. 
Let  it  not  be  prefumed  that  the  public  or  the  Legif- 
lature  will  become  partifans  in  the  colliiions  of  pri- 
vate interefts,  or  the  umpires  of  perfonal  difputes. 
A  thoufand  fuggeftions  refpe6ling  the  motives,  char- 
a6lers,  riches  or  poverty  of  parties,  are  worfe  than 
ufelefs.  If  the  meafure  be  a  public  object,  it  will 
probably  be  purfued  until  it  be  attained  :  It  is  im- 
poffible  that  it  fliould  be  relinquillied. 

During  its  exiftence,  animofities  may  be  engen- 
dered and  controverlies  grow  warm,  and  thofe  who 
oppofe  will  condu6l  as  if  they  confidered  their  all  at 
iffue.  But  in  thefe  cafes  the  courfe  of  nature  is  in- 
variable, and  tranquillity  fucceeds  the  ftorm.  The 
harmony  of  the  town  will  be  interrupted  no  longer 
than  oppofition  is  unreafonably  continued  to  its 
wifhes  and  interefts ;  and  the  charter  for  a  new 
bridge,  will  be  the  lignal  for  peace  and  reconciliation 
among  all  parties.  On  the  other  hand,  by  deferring 
this  grant,  the  oppofite  lliores  of  Front-ftreet  and 
South-Boft:on  will  be  gradually  peopled  by  two  hoftile 
battalions  ;  who,  inftead  of  cultivating  the  harmony 
and  feelinsrs  which  unite  citizens  of  the  fame  town 
by  the  bonds  of  a  common  intereft,  will  be  involved 
in  perpetual  conteft  ;  and  the  Fathers  of  our  Country 
will  find,  that  the  domain  which  they  have  added  to 
the  town,  with  the  intention  of  promoting  its  prof- 
perity,  is  afatal  prefent — pregnant  with  eternal  jealoufies 
andjirife. 
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APPENDIX, 


jtt  a  tneetwg  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  toivn 
cf  Bo/loUi  duly  qualified  and  legally  warned  in  public  town-' 
meetings  affembled  at  Faneuil  Hally  and  from  thence  by  adjourn- 
ment, at  Mr.  Murray  s  meeting-houfe,  on  Friday^  the  Sth  day 
$f  February,  A.  D,  1805,  at  10  oclocky  J.  M» 

i  HE  article  in  the  warrant,  viz.  "  To  tlS:  upon  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  South-Bofton,  and  others,  to 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  town,  whether  they  will  direft  their 
Reprefentatives  to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  obtain  a  bridge  to 
South-Bofton,  from  South-ftreet,  or  the  parts  adjacent,"  was 
read,  as  alfo  the  petition,  and  other  papers  relative  thereto ; 
and  after  a  full  debate  thereon,  it  was  moved  and  carried,-^ 
That  it  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  town  to  have  a  bridge 
from  South-ftreet,  or  fome  place  near  it,  to  South-Bofton,  as 
foon  as  the  fame  can  be  conveniently  eredled  ;  and  that  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  town,  and  Senators  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  be  requefted  to  folicit  the  Legiflature  from  time  to 
time,  and  procure  an  Adi  to  be  pafled  for  that  purpofe,  with- 
out delay. 

Atteft,  WILLIAM  COOPER,  Town-Clerk, 


Dorchester,  January  24,  1805* 

To  the  gentlemen  Sele5lmen  of  the  town  of  Boflot}^ 

WE,  .having  been  informed  that  the  town  df.Bofton  ii» 
foon  to  meet,  in  order  to  inftru6t  their  Senators  and  Repre- 
fentatives in  the  General  Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  t6 
fupport  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  South-Bofton,  and 
others,  for  a  bridge  firom  South-Bofton  to  Soutli-ftreef^  Or 
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thereabouts,  which  information  we  received  with  peculiar 
fatisfadlion. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  not  think  it  intruding  in  our  oiFerIng 
to  you  our  fentiments  on  this  to  us  important  fubjefl  *,  when 
we  confider  that  not  one  year  fince  there  was  600  acres  of 
the  beft  land,  with  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dorchefter, 
taken  from  it  and  annexed  to  Bofton,  without  the  fmalleft 
confideration ;  therefore,  gentlemen,  permit  us  to  fay,  that 
if  a  toll  bridge  is  to  be  built,  it  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be 
built  where  it  will  accommodate  the  public,  and  bring  them 
the  neareft  route  to  the  centre  of  bufinefs  in  Bofton.  We  are 
convinced  that  the  bridge  now  building  will  not  anfwer  the 
objedt  wifhed  for  by  thofe  who  are  in  the  habit  of  fupplying 
your  market,  and  furnilhing  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton  with 
wood,  bricks,  ftones,  &c.  &c. 

Gentlemen,  for  the  above  reafons,  we  fliall  do  all  in  our 
power  in  fupport  of  faid  petition ;  and  again  moft  earneftly 
folicit  your  endeavours  to  the  fame  end. 

We  omit  detailing  the  great  advantages  we  think  it  will 
be  to  the  town  of  Bofton,  to  have  a  bridge  from  South-Bofton 
to  South-ftreet,  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Bofton  are  always  ready  and  willing  to  embrace  every  oppor- 
tunity, not  only  for  their  intereft,  but  the  intereft  of  the 
Commonwealth  at  large. 

Gentlemen,  your  obedient  fervants> 
JOHN  CAPEN,  jun.         -) 
EBENEZER  TOLMAN,  /  SeleBmen  of 
THOMAS  MOSELEY,     C  Dorchefter, 
EDW.  W.  BAXTER,     J 


N°-  III. 


REPORT. 

THE  Committe  of  both  Houfes,  to  whom  was  committed 
the  petition  of  William  Tudor  and  Gardner  Greene,  praying 
for  leave  to  build  a  bridge  from  the  foot  of  South-ftreet,  in 
the  foutherly  part  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  to  the  north-weft- 
erly  point  of  land  on  Dorchefter  Point,  oppoftte  faid  ftreet  j 
and  alfo  the  petition  of  William  Tudor  and  others,  inhabit- 
ants and  owners  of  land  fituated  in  that  part  of  the  town  of 
Dorchefter  commonly  called  Dorchefter  Neck  ;  and  alfo  the 
remonftrance  of  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
fouth  part  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  from  the  towns  of 


(     ?7    ) 


Roxbury  and  Dorchefter,  and  proprietors  of  Roxbury  Canal ; 
having  met  all  the  faid  parties,  and  at  their  fpecial  requeft 
repaired  to  the  faid  South-ftreet,  accompanied  by  their  agents, 
and  from  thence  proceeded  to  view  all  the  wharves  on  the 
foutherly  fhore,  as  far  as  Deacon  William  Brown's  dwelling- 
houfe  j  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Dorchefter  Point,  op- 
poiite  Caftle  Ifland,  and  carefully  viewed  and  examined  the 
lliores,  banks  and  land  adjacent,  as  far  wefterly  as  oppolite  to 
South-ftreet  or  Dorchefter  Flats,  fo  called  ;  and  having  fur- 
ther particularly  noticed  the  Roxbury  canal,  in  all  its  parts 
and  dependencies  :  And  afterwards  having  again  met  the  faid 
parties,  and  examined  divers  witneiTes  touching  the  premifes, 
and  fully  heard  them  by  their  learned  counfel  four  days  in 
fucceffion,  and  thoroughly  inveftigated  the  whole  fubjedt,  and 
carefully  confidered  the  fame  with  all  connexions,  and  in  all 
its  immediate  and  ultimate  confequences,  fo  far  as  the  com- 
mittee have  been  able  to  embrace  them — ^The  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  erection  of  a  bridge  from  the  foot  of 
South-ftreet  to  Dorchefter  Neck,  as  above  mentioned,  and 
the  annexation  of  the  land  contained  in  the  peninfula  called 
Dorchejler  Neck^  with  the  inhabitants  thereon  fituated,  agree- 
able to  the  petition  of  V/illiam  Tudor  and  others,  for  that 
purpofe,  would  greatly  conduce  to  the  future  profperity  of 
the  town  of  Bofton,  by  opening  a  new  and  ufeful  avenue  to 
the  town,  by  enlarging  its  boundaries,  increaftng  its  popula- 
tion, and  giving  full  fcope  to  its  commercial  enterprife,  the 
tendency  of  ail  which  is  to  promote  the  public  intereft  and 
convenience. 

The  committee  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  that  in  pro- 
fecuting  the  fubjedt  committed  to  their  confideration,  they 
have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  remonftrants  j  and  while 
they  are  imprefted  with  the  great  private  and  public  utility 
that  would  accrue  by  carrying  into  effedt  the  laudable  and 
extenfively  beneficial  objects  embraced  in  the  aforementioned 
petitions,  they  recognize  with  peculiar  pleafure  the  fentiments 
exprefled  in  the  feveral  remonftrances. 

That  the  Government  will  not  interfere  and  facrifice  the 
rights  and  property  of  one  individual  for  the  benefit  of  an- 
other ;  nor  will  they  do  it  at  all,  but  in  cafes  of  public  necef- 
fity,  and  where  the  public  good  requires  it ;  and  then,  not 
without  juft  and  equitable  compenfation. 

Under  this  impreffion,  the  committee  alk  leave  to  report, 
that  William  Tudor  and  Gardner  Greene  have  liberty  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  creeling  a  bridge  from  South-ftreet  to  Dor- 
chefter Point,  as  fet  forth  in  their  petition,  conformable  to 
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fvich  rules,  regulations  and  conditions  as  the  Legiflature  {haH 
enjoin.     The  committee,  however,  conceive  it  their  duty  to 
obferve,  that  it  is  of  importance  that  the  draw  or  drawers  to 
the  bridge  fliould  be  well  conftrudled,  and  the  bridge  be  well 
lighted  at  the  drawers,  during  the  feafon  when  vefTels  are 
moft  frequently  navigating  the  waters  above  the  bridge  ;  and 
the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  for  the  fafety  of  velTels, 
and  to  facilitate  their  palling  the  drawers  at  faid  bridge,  the 
proprietors  fliould  provide  and  conftantly  keep,  at  their  own 
expenfe,  from  the  firft  day  of  April  to  the  firft  day  of  De- 
cember, in  each  and  every  fucceeding  year,  one  good  boat 
and  two  men,  whofe  duty  it  <hall  be,  in  the  beft  poffible 
way  and  manner,  to  aflifl  all  veffels  in  paffing  the  drawers, 
without  the  neceffity  of  cafting  their  anchors.      And  the 
committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  proprietors  of  faid 
bridge  ought  to  pay  annually,  after  the  completion  of  the 
fame,  the  fum  of  eleven  hutiAred  dollars^  to  a  committee  chofen 
by  the  wharfingers  above  the  bridge,  meaning  to  include  the 
Roxbury  canal  wharf,  or  to  a  committee  chofen  or  appointed 
in  fuch  other  way  as  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  fliall 
dire£l ;  which  fum  fhall  be  annually  expended  in  fuch  way 
and  manner  as  fhall,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  with 
the  advice  of  the  wharfingers,  moft  efFedtually  aid  and  en- 
courage the  navigation  above  the  bridge. 

And  as  it  is  impofiible  to  determine  with  precinon  the 
effefts  of  the  bridge  on  the  navigation  above  the  fam.e,  and 
of  courfe  to  eftablifli  any  rule  that  will  infure  equal  juftire 
between  the  petitioners  and  the  remonftrants  concerned  in 
navigation,  the  committee  think  it  proper  to  fuggefi:  the  pro- 
priety and  neceffity  of  providing  in  the  bill,  that  the  propri- 
etors may,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  after  the  comple- 
tion of  the  bridge,  apply  to  the  Governor,  who  {hall,  with 
the  advice  of  Council,  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  three  perfons  to  hear  the  parties,  and  fo  to  regulate  all 
matters  touching  the  premifes,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  juft  and 
equitable  j   providing  however,  that  they  fhall  not  increafe 
the  fum  above  mentioned  to  be  paid  annually.     And  that  it 
fhall  be  further  lawful  for  the  proprietors  to  make  fimiiar 
applications  once  in  five  years  forever  afterwards,  that  fimiiar 
procefs  may  be  had  thereon. 

E.  STARKWEATHER,  per  order. 
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N"-  IV. 

AkHicles  of  agreement  fjiade  and  concluded  this  1 8//j  day  of  Febru-' 
ary,  A,  D,  1804',  h etwee Ji  Jonathan  Mafon  and  Harrifofi  Gray 
OtiSf  of  Bo/Ion,  EfquireSy  in  behalf  of  tkemfelves  and  aJfociateSf 
of  the  jirjl  party  and  William  Broivny  Arnold  Welles,  EfquireSy 
Jojiah  Kfiapp  and  Benjamin  Goddardy  Merchants,  all  of  Bof- 
ton,  in  behalf  of  themf elves  and  ajfociates,  of  the  fecond  part. 

WHEREAS  the  faid  parties  of  the  firft  part  contem- 
plate, and  intend  to  attempt  to  procure  from  the  Legiflature 
of  MafTachufetts,  an  Acl  of  incorporation,  authorizing  them 
to  eredl  a  bridge,  from  the  town  of  Bofton's  Landing,  {o 
called,  in  Orange-ftreet,  in  faid  Bofton,  or  from  fome  place 
foutherly  thereof,  to  Dorchefter  Point  \  and  alfo  to  procure, 
if  practicable,  the  annexation  of  faid  point  to  the  town  of 
Bofton.  And  whereas  the  faid  parties  of  the  fecond  part, 
with  their  aflbciates,  contemplate,  and  intend  to  form  and 
fill  up  a  new  ftreet,  running  from  faid  bridge  to  Rainsford's- 
lane,  fo  called,  as  is  hereafter  defcribed. Now  this  agree- 
ment witnefleth  : 

Firfl.  The  faid  parties  of  the  fir  ft  part,  yor  themfelves,  their 
executors  and  adminiflratorsy  do  hereby  covenant  and  agree 
with  the  parties  of  the  fecond  part,  their  executors,  admin- 
iftrators  and  afligns,  that  they  will  apply  to  the  Legiflature 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
obtain  an  A£l  of  incorporation,  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling 
them  to  build  a  bridge,  from  the  Town's  Landing  in  Orange- 
ftreet,  or  fome  place  Ibuth  thereof,  to  Dorchefter  Point,  and 
another  Act  for  annexing  the  faid  point  to  the  town  of  Bof- 
ton ;  and  that  when  faid  Acts  Ihall  be  obtained,  they  will, 
with  all  reafonable  difpatch,  commence  the  building  of  faid 
bridge,  and  complete  the  fame. 

Secondly.  The  parties  of  the  fecond  part,  for  themfelves, 
their  executors  and  adminiftrators,  do  hereby  covenant  with 
the  parties  of  the  iirft  part,  their  executors,  adminiftrators 
and  afligns,  that  they  will  unite  in  their  lincere  and  conftant 
endeavours  to  enable  the  p.irty  of  the  firft  part  to  obtain  the 
faid  two  A6ts  of  the  Legiflature,  until  the  fame  ihall  be  ob- 
tained :  And  that  whenever  the  Act  authorizing  the  erection 
of  faid  bridge  fhall  have  pafTed,  and  the  proprietors  thereof 
Ihall  begin  to  build  faid  bridge,  they  will  forthwith  lay  out 
and  make,  at  their  own  expenfe,  a  certain  ftreet,  or  public 
highway,  which  fliall  run  from  Rainsford's-lane,  fo  called, 
until  it  comes  to  faid  bridge ;  the  eaderii  line  of  faid  ftreet 
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to  be  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  foiith-weftern  corner  of 
Deacon  Brown's  houfe,  in  Orange-ftreet,  that  no  part  of  faid 
eaftern  Hne  fliall  be  nearer  than  350  feet  from  the  eaftern 
line  of  Orange-ftreet  *,  faid  road  to  be  at  leaft  50  feet  wide 
in  all  its  parts,  with  a  good  and  fufficient  ftone  facing  next 
the  fea  ;  and  that  the  fame  fhall  be  completed  on  or  before 
the  firft  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1805. 

And  to  the  true  performance  of  their  refpeftive  agree- 
ments, the  parties  hereby  bind  themfelves  to  each  other,  in 
the  penalty  of  fifty  thoufnnd  dollars. 

In  teftimony  whereof,  the  parties  have  hereunto  fet  their 
hands  and  feals,  the  day  and  year  before  written. 


W  V. 

WE  the  fubfcribers,  inhabitants  and  owners  of  land  on  the 
peninfula  of  Dorchefter  Neck,  (fo  called,)  lately  annexed  to 
the  town  of  Bofton,  having  feen  a  notification  of  the  13th 
inft.  requefting  a  meeting  of  certain  proprietors  of  lands  and 
flats,  lately  incorporated  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  ftreet 
from  Rainsford's-lane  to  the  public  landing,  at  the  fouth-end 
of  faid  town, — think  it  proper  in  this  way  to  inform  the  faid 
proprietors,  and  all  concerned,  that  we  were  petitioners  to  the 
Hon,  General  Court,  for  the  annexation  of  faid  peninfula  to 
the  faid  town  of  Bofton,  with  a  view,  and  from  a  ftrong  ex- 
pe(Slation,  if  not  on  the  exprefs  condition,  of  having  a  bridge 
erejfted  from  South-ftreet,  or  fome  part  of  Wheeler's  Point, 
to  the  faid  peninfula  ;  and  feel  not  a  little  difappointed  and 
mortified  on  finding,  that  feveral  gentlemen  who  have  lately 
purchafed  lands  on  the  faid  peninfula,  who  were  petitioners 
for  a  bridge  from  South-ftreet,  and  whom  we  were  induced 
to  conlider  as  having  the  fame  intereft  with  ourfelves,  have 
been  prevailed  on^  without  our  confent,  or  confulting  us  in 
any  degree  or   manner  whatever,  (and  that  after  the  Hon. 
Court's  committee  had  reported  moft  favorably  on  their  peti- 
tion,) to  relinciii(h  the  faid  objecl:, and  agree  to  have  abridge 
built,  connecting  the  faid  town  with  the  faid  peninfula,  in  an 
indirecl  manner,  and  fo  as  by  no  means  to  anfwer  our  ex- 
pectations, or  comport  with  our  wiflies. 

We  do  not,  however,  conlider  ourfelves  as  bound  by  the 
doings  of  the  gentlemen  above  referred  to  ;  and  hope,  after 
having  made  this  public  declaration,  previous  to  any  expenfe 
being  incurred  relative  to  the  ftreet  above  mentioned,  v/e  Ihall 
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not  be  confidered  as  a£ling  an  unfair  or  ungenerous  part, 
fliould  we  ufe  all  juftifiable  and  regular  means,  (as  we  un- 
doubtedly fliall,)  in  future,  to  obtain  a  more  diredt  and  con- 
venient communication  between  the  town  of  Bofton  and  the 
aforefaid  peninfula,  than  the  one  now  contemplated. 

MOSES  EVERETT. 

HENRY  GARDINER. 

MARY  CLAP. 

JONATHAN  BIRD. 

JAMES  EVERETT. 

JAMES  BLAKE,  for  hlmfelj 
March  16,  1804.  and  heirs. 


w-  VI, . 

EjTunate  cf  the  Expenfe  of  making  Front-Jlreet, 

Length  S050  feet,  breadth  50,  depth  10,  equal  to 
about  7000  fquares  of  216  cubic  feet,  at  2  dollars 
per  fquare  for  filling,  -  -  dols.  14000 

6100  perch  of  ftone  laid,  at  dols.  2:50,  -  15250 

29250 
Add  for  infide  walls,  drains,  lamp-pofts,  &c.  ^B  per  cent.  7312 

Whole  coft,  -         -         -  -  -  dols.  36562 

The  above  eftimate  is  founded  upon  prices  paid  for  work 
on  the  oppofite  fhore,  carried  on  at  the  fame  time  \  but  it 
having  been  confidently  aflerted  that  the  alTelTments  amount 
to  21  dollars  per  fhare,  let  it  be  fo  alTumed,  and  it  will 
give  for  the  expenfe  64050  dollars. 

Let  us  fee  the  value  of  this  new  made  land  and  of  fouth- 
end  eftate,  notwithftanding  the  erecStion  of  Charles  River  and 
Weft-Bofton  bridges,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  a  bridge  at 
South-ftreet. 

In  the  years  1794  and  1796,  Mr.  David  Ellis  purchafed  a 
piece  of  land,  meafuring  fouth  on  Harvard-ftreet  98  feet  6  in- 
ches, and  wefterly  233  feet,  running  down  to  low-water  mark. 
For  this  land,  being  22960  fquare  feet  of  upland,  witih  a  houfe, 
diftill-houfe  and  utenfils,  and  other  buildings,  wharf  and  flats, 
he  gave,  as  appears  by  the  deeds,  dols.  6383:33. 
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In  the  fummer  of  1805,Jince  the  bridge  andjlreet  were 
beguny  andftnce  the  vote  ofBoJlon  '171  favor  of  Soiith-JIreet 
Bridgey  Mr.  Ellis  has  fold  three  pieces  of  upland  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  flreet,  marking  100  feet  there- 
on, and  averaging  about  66  feet  deep,  (exclulive  of 
10  feet  which  the  purchafer  muft  always  keep 
open,)  for  -         ^         ^  -  -  dols.  4850 

He  has  ibid  a  piece  of  flats  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Front- 

ftreet,  and  bounded  thereon  100  feet,  for         -  5000 

Total,  -  -  ^  4.  ..  9850 

Deduct  whole  coft,  -  *  6383 

Expenfe  of  making  100  feet  of  ftreet,  2100 

.  848S 

Remains  (befides  at  leaft  two-thirds  of  his  upland,  and     ' 

his  houfe,  buildings  and  wharf)  more  than  he  gave 

for  the  whole,  -  -  -  -  1 367 


Thefe  fales  of  Mr^  Ellis  (hew  the  prefent  value  of  the  back 
land  now  brought  into  view,  to  be  73  cents  per  fquare  foot ; 
but  as  they  are  the  firft  fales,  and  as  the  proprietors  are  gen- 
erally men  of  great  fortune,  who  can  hold  their  lands  for  a 
price,  it  is  a  moderate  eftimate  to  rate  it  at  75  cents  per 
fquare  foot. 

The  land  between  Orange-ftreet  and  the  weft  fide  of  Front- 
ftreet  muft  be  at  leaft  300  feet  wide  (by  the  Ad!  of  incorpo- 
ration.) Suppofe  the  firft  100  feet  to  be  attached  to  the 
homeftead,  and  laid  out  of  the  queftion  •,  there  remains  a  tract 
of  200  feet  by  3050,  included  within  the  weft  line  of  the  new 
ftreet,  which  when  filled  up  will  be  faleable  for  houfe  lots ; 
this  tra£l  is  equal  to  610000  fquare  fuperficial  feet.  But  as  a 
part  of  this  land  was  before  filled  up,  and  ufeful  for  fome 
purpofes,  take  only  one  half  as  being  mere  dock,  and  requiring 
to  be  entirely  filled  up,  leaves  305000  fquare  feet. 

305000  fquare  feet,  at  75  cents,  is  now  worth  dols.  228777:50 

Suppofe  it,  as  before,  10  feet  deep, 
(which  is  a  great  average,)  it  is  equal 
to  about  14- 120  cubic  fquares,  which 
at  2  dollars  each  for  filling  up,  is        2824-0 

Add  the  expenfe  of  the  ftreet,       -         64000 

92240 

Nett  profit,   after  charging  all  expenfes  on  the 

made  land,  &c.  leaving  the  water  privilege  clear,  136537;50 

But  to  this  ought  in  juftice  to  be  added,  the  in- 
creafe  of  value  of  the  next  100  feet  by  3050> 
which  is  at  leaft  50  per  cent.  -  -  114388:75 

Clear  profit  to  the  Front-ftreet  Corporation,  250926:25 
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The  whole  of  which  profit  is  on  the  land  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  llreet,  totally  difconne6led  with  the  water  privilege. 


Schedule  of  Dijhurfements  madey  and  to  he   madey  on  the  Bridge 
and  Land  at  South-Bojiony  by  the  Parties  inierejled  in  promot- 
ing a  new  Bridge^  to  be  fupported  by  Vouchers^  ivhen  called 
fory  excluftve  of  the  Lafid  pur  chafed. 

Bridge,  -  -  -  *  dols.  56000 

Levelling  land,  making  fea  wall,  roads,  &c.         -  40000 

Turnpike,  -  -  _  -  44000 

Eftimate  to  complete  filling  up  againft  fea  wall  already 

built,         -         -         -^       -         -         -  -  30000 

170000 
Dedu6l  for  fhares  in  bridge  belonging  to  opponents 

of  the  new  bridge,         -----  7000 

163000 
The  whole  value  of  water  privilege,  as  fold  by  Mr. 

Ellis,  is  ------  152500 

Dols.    10500 


Thus  it  appears,  that  the  fums  aftually  expended  by  the 
parties  interefted  in  a  new  bridge,  and  ftill  necefl'ary  to  com- 
plete the  filling  up  of  the  land  at  South-Bofton,  exceed  the 
whole  value  of  the  water  privilege  of  the  Front-ftreet  Cc >o- 
ration,  in  the  fum  of  10500  dollars,  taking  the  adlual  ialeb  uf 
one  of  its  members  for  a  flandard  !  I  ! 
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